
No Fence No Limits

Get Involved: Take Action Now
1. Email your councillor
2. Email the school
3. Call the school superintendent
4. Contact newspapers

1. Summary of Fence
Herzlia is a school in the City of Cape Town, South Africa.
The school has recently erected a fence around the Herzlia
sports field, which has historically been shared with the
public when not in official use by schools or sports clubs.
The fence may conflict with existing lease terms prohibiting
new permanent structures and limiting construction near
electrical services. The public’s right to utilize the field
when unused by schools or sports clubs is also threatened.

A fence has been erected around the Herzlia sports field,
featuring several gates that, once locked, will prevent
public access. Documents from October 2019 indicate a
lease granting public use of the area outside official
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sporting events. This lease prohibits new permanent
structures and limits construction near electrical services.

A view of the park in question, with new fence
illustrated in red.

The fenced area encapsulates the Herzlia sports field,
historically shared with the public when not in official use
by schools or sports clubs. This shared use was reaffirmed
in an October 2019 lease document. All the gates are
locked, preventing public access to the field.

After the initial public outcry an explanation was provided
by the school, stating that the fence was erected to
facilitate the rehabilitation of the field. However, the fence
configuration and gate lockouts suggest a more permanent
restriction on public access. Temporary notices were
affixed to the fence, but these have subsequently been
removed.

2. Illegality of Fence
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The fence may conflict with existing lease terms prohibiting
new permanent structures and limiting construction near
electrical services. The public’s right to utilize the field
when unused by schools or sports clubs is also threatened.

Erecting a permanent fence may breach multiple lease
conditions regarding public access and forbidden
structures. These conditions specifically disallow building
within 3m of electrical services and emphasize preserving
the space for community recreation.

The previous lease terms provide for full public access
when the field is not used for sporting purposes by United
Hertzlia Schools. Currently, St Cyprians School, Stepping
Stones Montessori, and Grass Boots FC use the fields on
certain days for different sports codes. Property
Management confirmed that the existing arrangements
would remain and gathered schedules for using the field.

The previous lease conditions signed in 1992 are to remain
in force.

No additional permanent structures are permitted.
No building, container, or structure shall be erected
within 3m of the electrical services.
No stakes, pegs, or pins shall be driven into the ground
within 1m of any part of the electricity services.
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Lease Condition page 5
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Lease Condition page 6
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Lease Condition page 7
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3. Remediation
To immediately restore public access and rebuild
community trust, the following actions must be taken:

Immediate removal of all locks from the gates to allow
unrestricted entry.
Complete removal of the fence that currently restricts
public access.
Rehabilitation of the field to its original state prior to the
fence installation.
Hosting a community open day on the field to rebuild
trust and foster collective oversight of the space.

These steps are critical to re-establishing community rights
and ensuring that public spaces remain accessible for all.

4. Call to Action
Community members are urged to contact local authorities
and representatives, voicing concern over the fence’s
impact and advocating for adherence to the lease’s original
provisions ensuring public access.

Residents are encouraged to compare the fence
configuration with the lease stipulations, share these
concerns with relevant municipal or educational authorities,
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and stress the importance of transparent, community-
driven solutions.

Email your councillor

Craft a detailed message outlining the fence issue,
highlighting lease violations and community impact, and
request timely intervention.

Cllr. Francine Higham
Councillor: Ward 77, Chairperson: Future Planning and
Resilience Portfolio Committee
Cell: +27 71 087 5150 | Email:
Francine.Higham@capetown.gov.za

Email the school

Contact the school's administration to seek clarity on the
fence installation, its repercussions on public access, and
propose cooperative measures for resolution.

Herzlia Highlands Primary
Contact: +27 (0)21 286 3751 | Email:
highlands@herzlia.com
Clairwood Avenue, Highlands Estate, Vredehoek, 8001
Hours: 07h00 – 16h00, Monday – Friday

Herzlia High School
Contact: +27 (0)21 286 3701 | Email:
highschool@herzlia.com
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MH Goldschmidt Avenue, Highlands Estate, Vredehoek,
8001
Hours: 07h00 – 16h00, Monday – Friday

Call the school superintendent

Engage directly with the superintendent to voice the
community’s concerns, request explanations, and discuss
options to safeguard shared community spaces.

Francois Schreuder
Contact: +27 21 464 6607 | Email: francois@herzlia.com
Hours: 07h00 – 16h00, Monday – Friday

5. References
Please review the 16SUB061019.pdf document for further
details.
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